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Scotland’s exclusive Loch Lomand Golf Club takes tradition seriously
kv james y. bartlett

Y

Some pecple collect golf club memberships like Tiger Woods makes birdies:
i bunches,

You gotta have one near home, one in cach af the branch locations,
one near the vacation hame, and then a few mare just for the status of
being able to say, “Ohyeah, 'm a member theret™

Excepnl perhaps for the lucky few who can write off the membership
fiees because they nave a plant in the boaming “Silican Glen™ hizgh-tech area
between Glasgow and Edinburgh, the Loch Lamand Gaolf Club, tucked away
on the bonnie, bonnie shares af the lake at the entrance to the Scollish
Highlands, i5 convenient to nowhere: And the growing membership role al
the club does not seem to De camprised of social cimbers or those wha
joire just Lo put another notch on their gall belts.

What does seem ta be the unifying appeal Tor those seeking to join
Lach Lomond 15 & simple appreciation for the game. This is; after all, the
Home of Golf, where the sport is played by almost everyone, and truly
private golf clubs are rare animals, Al Loch Lomaond, ane feels an almasl
metaphysical connaction to the roots of the game.

The grounds had a rocky beginning. The golf course, originally designed
by Tom Weiskopf and [ay Mormsh, saw ils st raunds played in 1993, bul
shartly thereafter, the club was taken over by the Bank of Scolland, which
mvarsaw the complation of the course.

A wear later, enter Lyle Anderson, the Scottsdale-based developer of
fine residential golf communities, including Desert Mountain, Desert
Highlands, Las Campanas, Superstition Mounlzin and others. He saw the

potential at Loch Lomeond, not as yvel another residential commumity, but
maore as a golfers cub modeled after Pine Valley and sven, perhaps,
Augusta National. Alter purchasing the property, Anderson has very carefully
and deliberately sel aboul creating the infrastructure that would appeal to
that kind of membership.

Cerainly, the setting 15 speclacular. Loch Lomond, although just over
30 minutes from downtown Glasgow, is visually slunning, with the dark
waters of the loch offset by the green shapes of the hills of Luss rmsing from
its shores, and the towering eminence of Ben Lomaond, often covered in
snow, off to the north,

It was here that Weiskapf (for the mast parl)l creafed & masterpiece
design, with a routing that ducks into deep farests, emerges for several
holes alang the loch, drfts past the edifice of Rosadhu, the ancestral nome
of the chiefs of Clan Colguhoun {"*Calhoun®*), darts dangercusiy through a

Truly private golf clubs are rare animals.
At Loch Lomond, one feels an almost
metaphysical connection to the game
murky wetlands and emerges, finally, back aloeng the waterfront 1o a final

green built in the shadow of an ancient battlemen! lower,
The course, which has hosted the Barclays Scoltish Open on the
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European PGA Tour schedule since 1997, is annually ranked amaong the best
in Great Britain. Like Augusta Mational and ather prime courses, it's tweaked
aften—the parfive 6th hole, which runs along the loch, has been stretched
out to &2g vards from the pro tees, making it the longest hole in Scotland.
Yoo the short par-four 14th offers the rsk-reward of a drivable green via a
shortcut aver Tom's Bog—where Weiskopl, during the early stages of course
canstructian, went out early aone moming by himself, fell into a quicksand
bog and nearly disappeared without a trace. It's the same fate suffered by
many a Titleist on the hole.

Anderson's first job on taking over was to upgrade Rossdhu House, an
elegant Georgian mansion that functions as the main clubhouse, He brought
in Scottsdale intenor designer Donna Vallone, who not only created lavishly
appointed locker rooms in the lower level, along with the informal and
always busy Spike Bar, but added clegant refinement to the more formal
public rooms, the main dining room, meeting spaces, library and the sun-
filled sitting room cwerlooking the loch. With portraits of generations of
Calqubhoun  greats
successful hunis past, the everall atmesphere is one of understated taste

hanging on the walls, aleng with stag heads fram

and Scallish gentility.

Rather than surround the faireays of the Loch Lomond course with
homes, which would distract from the wild country appeal of the Hizhlands,
Anderson has instead bullt a series of tasteful “lodses" in hidden glens
along the shore of the lake for the use of visiting members. These mansion-

sized  struclures typicatly consist of four very private bedroom  suites
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centered arcund a common greatroom area filled with camfortable safas and
chairs, a lang dining table and a kitchen. Early each morning, the club staff
arfives unabtrasively to lay out a confinental breakfast, and the refrigerator
is always stocked with cold drinks.

OF course, mast golfers associate “Scotland™ wilh “links golf," and
while the club's efficient stalf can make arrangements for members to visit
any of the nearby seaside courses, in zoo4, Anderson found the perfect
complement ta the parkland Loch Lomond course,

Dowen on the Ayrshire coast, abaul an hour's drive south of Loch Lomand,
anather developer had hired American architect Kyle Phillips —renowned for
his amazing new links at Kingsbams near 56 Andrews
links course that had fatlen into fallow disrepair following the Second World
War, when an Army barracks had taken owver the sile. Bul just as Phillips was
finishing up work at the course naw called Dundanald, the developer fell ill
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and had to abandan his plans for a resort hotel and residential neighbothood
overlooking the course, and put the place up for sale.

Andersan took one lock al Dundonald and bought the place, knowing
that, despite the drive, il would provide Lach Lomand members with that
Scottish links-goll experience. The course is just inland from Royal Troon,
bt occupies the same machair terrain of rolling dunes, wind-buffeted
grasses, tiny winding burns and stands of thick, unforgiving garse. And
Phillips took full advantage of the site, adopting some of the existing old
golf heles inte his new design, and creating a seamless new golf course that
offers rollicking goad fun.



The wind whistles in from the nearby sea, demanding the traditianal
Scottish knock-down, run-up, hit-and-kope kind of gall that can be found
nowhere else on the globe. A partially constructed clubhouse building will
eventually house a comfortable and luxurious refuge from the wind and
accasional rain for Loch Lomond members.

Back at Rossdhu, head chef Darren Harrison, recently honored as
Scotlands chef of the year, nightly produces amazing cuisine in the farmal
dining room, with cuts of beef from the Duke al Buccleuch's estale, seafood
fresh fram the lrish and Morth seas, the famows Loch Fyne aysters, salmon
fram Scotland's Fast-running rvers and produce from local suppliers. It's all
cemplemented by a varied wine cellar

Those wha don'l wish fo spiff up for dinner can take advantage of the
brasserie-style meals served in the Spike Bar, which also offers excellent
cooked breakfast and hearty lunches for post-goll appetites, The staff
throughout the club, drawn in large part from local towns, is resh-faced and
exceptionally friendly. Club chief executive Keith Williams has managed to
find the right balance hetween personalily and senvice in his staff,

Believing [hat, despite evidence to the contrary, man does not live by
goll alone, the Loch Lomond club also offers all kinds of ather diversions
anid from brisk hikes and birding  expeditions to boating
excursions and even the club's own ghillie, who can organice fly-fishing on
the loch or ane of the nearby salmon rivers. [n the fall and winter, hunting
attracts other members in search of the wild roe deer that live in the

activitiss,

surraunding rugsed hills and braes,

For membership information, contact:

Loch Lomond Golf Club, Ressdnu House, Luss by Alexandria
Dunbartonshing, Scotland Ga3 BMT

44,0, 1436655555 o info@lochlomond.eam

Stateside:

The Anderson C{IMDGI'I:.- in Scotlzdakes, Arizona, £480.443.2630, wwerlochlomord.com

The club’ fleet of Range Rovers are ready to pick members up at the
Edinhurgh or Glasgow airports, take them to and from the coltages on the
property, or shuttle them into Glasgow. That city, once 2 gray and dreary
ship-building and manufacturing city an the River Clyde, has blossomed in
d new renaissance built around the Arts and Cralts designs of native son
Charles Rennie Macintosh with a smart downtown now flled with shops.
excellent restavrants and cultural events.

And there's more to come for members at Loch Lamaoned. At the end of this
summer, the club will unveil its new spa facility, being instzlled in the Walled
Garden, the brick enclosure that ence provided produce and herbs for the
chieftan's kitchen. The facility will feature products and treatments from ESPA,

In addition. lack KWicklaus, one of Andersan's longtime collaborators,
has designed a signature golf course on another section of loech-front
property. The club is working through the permitting process with the local
autharities, and hopes to break ground an the course in the nexl year,

A few years hence, with that course installed, Loch Lomond will be able
to boast same of the best aoll to be found in the British 1sles,

That, as well as Ancerson's experianced and steady hand at the
helm, should be reason enough For any “club collector™ to azdd Loch
Lomend to the roster. =

James Y. Bartlelt is a noted golf wiiter and former editor of Galfweek grd

Luxury Golf magazines. He fas just pebiished o book af his galf and traovel
writing, Back Swings: & Golf Omnibus (Yeoman Hoose, $19.00)
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